
Former industrial area is becoming a
neighborhood with river views in Bristol
Borough

Amid a downtown renaissance, Bristol Borough is
experiencing a condo boom with the construction of Radcliffe
Court on the Delaware.

REAL ESTATE HOUSING

Tom Gralish / Staff Photographer

One of the buildings at the still under-construction Radcliffe Court on the Delaware. The project is adding 76
condos to the Bristol Borough riverfront.
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A Delaware River waterfront site once home to a shipyard and an aircraft

manufacturing plant is being transformed into a residential neighborhood in

Bristol Borough.

A 96-unit condominium complex of mid-rise buildings is the second phase of

, where 76 two-story townhouse condos

already have been sold.

The $40 million community on 14 acres north of the borough’s resurgent

downtown is being developed by , a company based in Newtown,

.

» READ MORE: Bristol Borough won a national contest to revitalize Mill
Street. Eight years later, business is booming.

ADVERTISEMENT

“I’m born and raised here, and if someone told me growing up that we’d be

seeing this many condos built along the river, I wouldn’t have believed it,” said

Bristol Mayor Ralph DiGuiseppe III.

Radcliffe Court on the Delaware

BCS Builders

Bucks County
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Although there have been smaller residential developments on the river, “this

is the largest in the borough my lifetime,” said the mayor, who’s 49.

The development “is a testament to the improvements in the borough and to

people taking a new interest in our walkable town,” DiGuiseppe said.

Radcliffe Court has ready access to the  A section of

the regional , the paved path runs north toward the

Turnpike Bridge and south toward downtown Bristol, with a sidewalk

connection to the Mill Street business district.

The Bristol Station on the Trenton Line of ’s Rail Regional service is

within walking distance.

Radcliffe Court also is within the , 52 waterfront acres the

designated for

environmental cleanup and commercial and residential reuse.

Bristol Spurline Park Trail.

Circuit Trails network

SEPTA

Riverfront North

Redevelopment Authority of the County of Bucks 
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The first four buildings, each with four floors of condos above ground-level

parking, are complete or under construction. Two more will be built.

All of the condos have two bedrooms and two baths, about 1,200 square feet of

living space and a corner balcony; most of the units have river views.

ADVERTISEMENT

Tom Gralish / Staff Photographer

The view toward the Delaware River from the corner balcony of the model home at the still under-construction
Radcliffe Court on the Delaware.

So far, so good
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Buyers and prospective buyers range from seniors looking to downsize,

boomers wanting to live near the water, and younger people looking for a

starter home. Prices range from $400,000 to $525,000.

Sales manager Sue Edger said 22 units have been sold so far, with an

additional closing set for the weekend.

Builder Bernie Sauer along the Delaware River at his under-construction Radcliffe Court on the Delaware.

Link copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboardLink copied to clipboard

3/3/25, 8:42 AM Bristol Borough condo complex rises on old industrial site

https://www.inquirer.com/business/bristol-borough-riverfront-condos-20250303.html#loaded 5/32

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=C0KD-aq7FZ7DDN9nn6toP4NnEqArX5bTre72hgemDEuOQ8bmQExABIIP95h9gyb6DjNCk5A-gAbH6_-oCyAEJqAMByAObBKoEnwJP0J4fvRAjtEMOp4mn3fiDlzLk2luf8C_bvMWc1i-cfzabZfruotlaguzUxn777Z6hb5G7zYCYKNjg2sY8Hvn98aYMPbnxNGmSpXC0E43MKVfry54WaE0vvjGMIWnl-Kt9ZCnfF7nawy__FJTFP2d16WHO-ORTHaCTWwc_FyvDpdvTekXg2D9WZngAWYcQbrE9RXPkyrGyt72Dxwhm7B1nNvCQxXDouXbIDSUNTAIAkf4DOxThdw7YUXPGOgn8kGca2WLnYswok-T3RWA0tZyiW0uU62pq6ezKtKmVKcXy4vqx2s-xq3nK4zIDdk0ik9-Zc3gfqHllHoxgAUbsceS4klrTeRLrPVSoEGrOF45qQumlt6U5ks6_nyAvWlyV38AExuX9zawC4AQDiAWw0pyKHpAGAaAGTYAHt4WAlQGoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHpr4bqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeaBqgH89EbqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB-C9sQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB_jCsQKoB_vCsQLYBwDSCCYIgGEQARhfMgKKAjoLgECAwICAgKCogAJIvf3BOljn6JqFgu6LA_IIEmJpZGRlci10cnVzdHhfNDE4MYAKBJgLAcgLAYAMAaoNAlVT8A0BsBPRrsMb2BMN2BQB0BUB-BYBgBcBshcCGAKyGAkSArFfGE0iAQE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQSswEAo7S8zOjkjTil_Fh_opT4_OnJ8C6UKmfQQup9M8H2bCjuXtXKawMCqGp1L10a9LNSKDxydu4Jr7EtiJ1NkwwxQIAMUp3xnxSRhR9oGx4e_nzUBICbqI9QTs1PTybGoKtRFheHWJv3kz2mWIT0-3_Nwag5rGvkHwo-Ky7CP6mnTGZlAETVU20m-lcSJuElGqTC_lf6tuBXcFuKq_bgTWUpn1ebcASumnjaADqCFj_doIuvjxgB&sig=AOD64_3_pczaDV_ClOwtDLYAcLISvyWWGQ&client=ca-pub-7350897138099958&dbm_c=AKAmf-DkkPhMswaaNhdjv_9NFtBBo4bA2U_978zwzoOXcpVa8s5W0kzmyL90TQeyarXbezsv87j6cHuRjfXlWs_LSEg5SvPu9Z0cFHdbc1q_3RnO6RXI4WxX8aRvW50_ApLBRbtyMfVup8Ut6AUUNzBKeeaVpSxgT_0hl4LAzPxVdbv3L-8qeee__SvNgq88cyWdyyDI11xXSBVl3T2Alf-WAFo863hbtL8373Eu_56XUryaAivKLzA&cry=1&dbm_d=AKAmf-B33G9rDkW1XywP4DOgQf1RdW6r237nUve_6vgdnuDWrkvS_r78RImNTrKewJPxDmEWjZjV4tanaLQW6IiUeajdZVLvUol3JmA8yZ5O2ccJWMfjsjN641FaJ-Z9wFoBvrz_GQfsVBK79rT4oAVMIjjksBKqvEJAmHo7VebDfFwbC6saBPtf7AdsMixvtZyYqL7hohp3jk2uC7ZI-FFoctG3ol4MImneZhisBOLrmotmQrY20jn1nM8zYjdIOGIVhAhSMk2I_U2ru8kB_a16CAqu0Mum9YGvKv2SbZNC5hK7EiXkY_ZtrOzN2BAdGVRGT6gbxVACt3XWZZa1mT3e0oU-3c3i4LRNLKkUeidPT2rYHb1W2o_ZDcZ2CQTuVpDJ4GKMosZvAnycCaEJFwE2HulR1DxN1FH03bRqZ0GqKEHMw6Gwk8Dzzqv0yf97z1WNuu_Flozz5iBv3Ojl7SN82Oy_GSUQrqw3VNTsG6V9Wgu2aSAMPER7qgmFNuhkXm2a9_vqWTizZBITCvvH5P42wXPzeZioOP3Ji2qtfYW2XVEk86rMYYsu5EgBDZ3dLfeDoNk737Z-rGAjZBSIb8klgh2OETdbsyeT410bZNiexcN0Khvy2K4E0RJetzJiYmTxAS1JzoH_QLE4EKrIm1m4Gkt-8Gh8NH0JxXZOWYrnKjQkmZjPOhy1DgxoSt0ofy5bI-jvbtOR&adurl=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/8/225291;7892262;5161107;211;0/?us_privacy=1---&gdpr=0&ft_impID=25BB750E-9C23-406A-5F14-82CB5AC73835&g=590197CF78DBFC&random=839245.1567045822&ft_width=300&ft_height=250&url=https://www.adobe.com/acrobat/free-trial-download.html?sdid=3SH19YWX&mv=display&mv2=display
https://www.flashtalking.com/consumer-privacy
https://www.flashtalking.com/consumer-privacy


With nearly 10,000 people in less than two square miles, Bristol Borough is a

densely populated, once-industrial community in Lower Bucks County. It is

close to  and linked to South Jersey by the .

Early railroad service to Philadelphia and New York helped spark industrial

development, which by the early 20th century included the 

, later replaced by the  aircraft factory. Later, a soap

factory operated in a building on the site.

ADVERTISEMENT

The job losses due to the closings of these and other industries contributed to

a population decline of 2,000 since 1950, and along with suburban malls, led to

the hollowing out of the business district in the 1970s and ‘80s.

But a nonprofit organization, Raising the Bar, has been 

for more than a decade. Along with the borough government

and community partners, it has helped reenergize what had become a sleepy

Mill Street into a dining and entertainment destination.

Tom Gralish / Staff Photographer

A small town’s evolution

I-95 Burlington-Bristol Bridge

Harriman

Shipyard Kaiser-Fleetwings

promoting downtown

Bristol Borough 
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New housing like Radcliffe Court “is the fruition of what we have been building

up for,” Raising the Bar president Bill Pezza said.

“We’ve had a renaissance on our main street, and we knew it would be

attractive thing for people looking for a new home in Bristol,” he said.

Edger, the mayor, and the builder Bernie Sauer said potential buyers have

included residents from elsewhere in Bucks County and the region. People

who already live in Bristol are also moving in.

David and Laura Chichilitti, a retired couple who are both lifelong borough

residents, moved in last November.

Steve Madden
Map for Kevin Riordan story on new condos in Bristol

Just around the corner
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“We love it here,” said Dave, who serves as president of the borough school

board.

Laura added: “I had dreams about living on the water.”

Kevin Riordan
I cover business and real estate stories in Philadelphia's New Jersey and Pennsylvania
suburban counties.

Tom Gralish / Staff Photographer

Bristol Borough Mayor Ralph DiGuiseppe III (left) visits new residents Dave and Laura Chichilitti in their
condo in the first open building at Radcliffe Court on the Delaware in Bristol Borough.
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